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Creative Arts Education can be: 

 The delivery of the Arts under curriculum headings, commonly Art, Dance 
within P.E, Drama through creative writing and Music 

 An experience which draws on a number of these curriculum areas, e.g. 
creating a piece of visual art from a music stimulus 

 Contributors from Arts areas to other curriculum areas e.g. drama enhances 
the history experience 

At our school, it is a combination of all these approaches. 

Learning in the Arts is developing skills which will enable children to engage in the 
process of the Arts; is widening knowledge and understanding of the Arts and is 
developing critical responses to the Arts. Learning through the Arts is the exploration 
of issues, ideas and values through dance, drama, music etc. 

Aims                                                                                                                                         
At Grange Primary School we aim: 

 To prepare learners for life-long learning by providing opportunities to pursue 
their interests and talents. 

 To facilitate the opportunity to participate in and experience a broad and 
balanced range of arts activities as part of a rich exciting curriculum.  

 To plan opportunities for learners to be creative and creatively express 
themselves in and through all art forms.  

 To provide a powerful tool which can support a progressive range of skills 
such as the development of knowledge, concepts and skills, and enhance the 
learning process across the curriculum.  

 To offer opportunities for learners to express themselves, enjoy themselves 
and be successful.  

 To enable individuals and groups of learners to achieve excellence and 
enjoyment.  

 To offer opportunities for individuals and groups of learners to be involved in 
performance.  

 Provide opportunities for children to perform to their peers and to parents at a 
variety of venues both in school and in the wider community. 

 Enable children to be creative through composition and performance  
 To enable learners to develop their intellectual, aesthetic and critical faculties 

through active participation in the Arts.  
 To encourage the use of the Arts as an effective medium for achieving other 

educational objectives.  



 To enrich the curriculum for all learners through activities that incorporate all 
areas of the curriculum, different cultures and those that reflect our local 
community.  

 To help develop a respect for others’ artistic tastes and points of view 
 Teachers draw attention to good examples of individual performance as 

models for the other children. They encourage children to evaluate their own 
ideas and methods, and the work of others, and to say what they think and 
feel about them. 

 We give children the opportunity to work, by themselves and in collaboration 
with others, on projects in two and three dimensions, and at different scales. 

 Children also have the opportunity to use a wide range of materials and 
resources, including computing. 

Teaching and Learning                                                                                                
Teaching at all levels includes a variety of teaching styles making the lessons 
suitable for all learners, regardless of ability. The various techniques include 
opportunities for: 

 Group, individual and whole class activities as identified within lesson plans 

 Discussion with the group and individual learners as well as through 
demonstration and instruction 

 Individual research and exploration 

 Use of a variety of media (TV, DVD, radio, Internet) to enhance the learners 
understanding 

 The development of computing capability through Arts Education through the 
use of computers, CD players and tape recorders, MP3 players, microphones, 
sequencing programs, keyboards, lighting techniques etc 

 Enhancing a child’s self-esteem by promoting success in achievement and 
enjoyment in learning 

 Assemblies, Presentations, Seasonal Performances. 

 Equipping learners with skills to interact with others, thereby developing a 
sense of purpose and belonging 

 Valuing their own work and that of their peers.  

 Using expertise and knowledge from within and outside the school 

 Access to a variety of experiences within an arts setting 

 In Year 4, 5 and 6 violins, violas or cellos are given to each child to learn 
through the Wider Opportunities programme. This programme forms an 
integrated scheme of learning to play an instrument in context of whole-class 
tuition and covering the National Curriculum for Music, through composing, 
performing and listening. 

 During singing assembly all children sing together and learn songs as a 
community. 

Planning  

 Art is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. At Grange Primary 
School we use the Focus skills taken from the National Curriculum as the 
basis for our curriculum planning for The Arts.  



 

 We carry out the curriculum planning for The Arts in three phases: long-term, 
medium-term and short-term. Our long-term plan maps out the themes 
covered in the year.  

 

 We plan the activities in art so that they build on the children’s prior learning. 
While we give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, 
knowledge and understanding, we also plan progression into the scheme of 
work, so that there is an increasing challenge for the children as they move up 
through the school. 
 

Foundation Stage 
 

 We encourage creative work in the reception class, as this is part of the 
Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum. We relate the children’s creative 
development to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals, which 
underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. The children’s 
learning includes art, music, dance, role-play and imaginative play. The range 
of experience encourages children to make connections between one area of 
learning and another, and so extends their understanding. 

 

 We provide a rich environment in which we encourage and value creativity. 
Children are engaged in a wide range of activities, and their responses 
involve the various senses. We give them the opportunity to work alongside 
artists and other adults. The activities that they take part in are imaginative 
and enjoyable. 
                                                    

 
Art and design and inclusion 
 

 We teach art and design to all children, whatever their ability and individual 
needs. Art and design forms part of our school curriculum policy to provide a 
broad and balanced education for all our children. Our teachers provide 
learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of children with learning 
difficulties. We strive to meet the needs of all pupils with special educational 
needs, disabilities, special gifts and talents, and of those learning English as 
an additional language.  
 

 When the progress of a child falls significantly outside the expected range, 
then the child may have special educational needs. We assess the needs of 
each pupil, using a variety of techniques, and we take action to enable the 
child to learn as effectively as possible. Intervention through School Action 
and School Action Plus will lead to the creation of an individual Education 
Plan (IEP). This may include targets specifically related to performance in art 
and design, and the teacher will pay attention to these and other learning 
targets when planning lessons.  
 

 We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities while 
studying art. Where children participate in activities outside the classroom (a 



visit to an art gallery, for example) we carry out a risk assessment 
beforehand, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 

 
 
          Assessment for learning 

 
We continually assess the children’s work in art while observing them working 
during lessons.  
Children are encouraged to assess and evaluate both their own work and that 
of other pupils. This helps them to appreciate how they can improve their 
performance, and what their targets should be for the future. 
 
The art subject leader keeps evidence of the children’s work in a portfolio and 
each class have their own portfolio in which the class teacher keeps a piece 
of art from each activity undertaken throughout the year. This should be 
annotated with the skills covered. Teachers meet regularly to review individual 
evidence of children’s work and review against the End of Year Expectations 
for that year group. 

 
 
Monitoring and review 

 
The monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of 
teaching in art and design is the responsibility of the subject leader. The work 
of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in their teaching, 
being informed about current developments linked to The Arts and providing a 
strategic lead and direction for this subject in the school. The subject leader 
gives the Deputy Headteacher an annual summary report in which s/he 
evaluates the strengths and action points in The Arts and indicates areas for 
further improvement. The subject leader has specially-allocated regular 
management time, which s/he uses to review evidence of the children’s work, 
and to undertake lesson observations of the teaching of The Arts across the 
school. 
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